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This reply shows that Lord Selborne has not taken the trouble to
acquaint himself with the Ordinance thoroughly or to understand the
present situation. Where there is so much ignorance, our duty can only
be this : to act up to the Fourth Resolution about gaol-going. The
Government will then immediately see that, unless there were genuine
difficulties, a thousand men would not court imprisonment.

NEED FOR FUNDS

But just as it is necessary to go to gaol, it is also necessary to raise
a fund. The expenses now will be greater than if the deputation had gone
to England. Without money it will be impossible to do things like sending
telegrams about men sentenced to imprisonment, and providing for their
families when they are in gaol. Moreover, it cannot be said that the
struggle will be over in a couple of days. Money is therefore absolutely
necessary. It has been shown earlier how our people lag behind in such
matters. It is absolutely essential for us to remain thoroughly vigilant
and wholly united.1
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 29-9-1906

471. TELEGRAM TO TRANSVAAL GOVERNOR*
[JOHANNESBURG,
September 30, 1906]*
BRITISH   INDIAN   ASSOCIATION    REGRETS    LORD   ELGIN'S   APPROVAL   OF
ASIATIC ORDINANCE. IN ITS HUMBLE OPINION APPROVAL DUE TO
MISUNDERSTANDING OF ORDINANCE. ASSOCIATION DOES NOT CONSIDER
ANY RELIEF BEING GRANTED INDIAN COMMUNITY. ASSOCIATION HAS
THEREFORE WITH GREAT DEFERENCE DECIDED TO SEND MESSRS GANDHI
AND ALLY AS DEPUTATION TO LAY BEFORE IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT
3-The following was added to the article above by the Editor, Indian Opinion:
STOP PRESS NEWS
"It will be seen from the foregoing that now there is no need for the Deputation to
be sent. But the latest cablegram we have received says that the assent of the Imperial
Government to the Ordinance has not been given and that it will take about five weeks
to get it. A perusal of letters cited above shows that there has been some confusion in inter-
preting them. More clarification is likely to be available next week."
2 This was forwarded  to the Secretary of State for  the Colonies on October 2 by the
Transvaal Governor at the request of the British Indian Association.
3 The Deputation left for Cape Town on October 1, on its way to England. This tele-
gram, evidently, was sent a day before.    The deputation carried the following credentials
from the British Indian Association : ''This is to certify that M. K. Gandhi, Esq., Honorary
Secretary of the British Indian Association and Haji Ojer Ally, Esq., President of the Hamidiya
Islamic Society, have been elected delegates to proceed to London, and submit to the Imperial
Authorities the Indian view of the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance, as also to interview
friends in England of British Indians in South Africa."